
Reading by 

What does ‘Reading 
by 5’ mean? 
By the end of Reception, we aim for children 
to be able to:  
• Say a sound for each letter of the 

alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 
• Complete Set 1 sounds and some Set 2. 
• Blend sounds learnt to read words. 
• Read simple sentences and books 

consistent with their phonic knowledge 
including some common exception 
words.  

How do children 
learn to read? 
Children learn phonics in school as this is 
the starting point for learning how to 
read. We use the Read Write Inc (RWI) 

phonics scheme to support this. As they 
progress, your child will learn to use the 
sounds they practise in class to decode 
words and eventually read.  They are also 
taught that some words cannot be sounded 
out. They learn these through flashcards, 
regular practice and seeing them in books 
and the environment. 

Free Guides: Find parent guides and videos 
as well as a sample of worksheets to help 
you practise phonics with your child and 
support them in their reading journey here:
 

 

Free Books: You can access free books to 
read with your child here: 

 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading
-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-
phonics-guide/

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-
book/library-page 

Welcome to the launch of ‘Reading by 5’ 
2023-24! 
Our Trust’s vision is ‘to ensure that every child, in every school will confidently grasp the 
challenges of tomorrow.’ A fundamental part of this vision is reading as it is a building block 
for learning and enables children to make sense of the world around them. Therefore, it is our 
aim that children across our schools will be ‘Reading by 5’. 
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What are Speed Sounds? 
These are the individual sounds, which your 
child will learn to read at speed. In Read 
Write Inc., there are three sets of speed 
sounds. 
• Set 1: initial letter sounds. 
• Set 2: sounds that are made up of two or 

three letters that make just one sound. 
• Set 3: alternative ways that sounds can 

be written. 

What are Green Words? 
Children can use their knowledge of Phonics 
to sound these out. 

Ask children to sound out the words in Fred 
Talk and then say the word.

Ask children to read the root first and then 
the whole word with the suffix. 

What are Red Words? 
These words cannot be sounded out; 
children learn to sight read them. 

Ask children to practice reading the words 
across the rows, down the columns and in 
and out of order clearly and quickly. 

We understand that all children develop 
differently. We use the Read Write phonics 
programme to support the Teaching, 
Learning and Assessment of reading. This 
helps us to identify if or when children fall 
behind and offer additional support.  

By the End of Reception, children are aiming 
to be reading Green RWI books.  
By the End of Year 1, children are aiming to 
be reading Blue RWI books.  

By the end of Year 2, children are aiming to 
have completed RWI and move to other 
reading for pleasure books.  

You can find a large range of books for free, 
created to help children aged 3–11 to 
develop their reading skills at home. You will 
need to register on the Oxford Owl site but 
once you have created an account, the 
books are free to use. 

Guide to reading 
bands from EYFS 
to Year 2 
Children in Nursery and Reception start 
learning phonics and are put into groups as 
they progress. 

As children move through Set 1, 2 and 3 sounds, 
they move through the book colours below. 
• Set 1 Speed sounds: Group A-C learn Set 1 

sounds and then learn to blend them 
together and may bring home Sound 
Blending books. 

• Set 2 Speed Sounds: Children move to 
Ditty, Red, Green and Purple books. 

• Set 3 Speed Sounds: Children move to 
Pink and through to Yellow. 

Children then practise, practise and practise 
using  Blue and Grey books until they have 
good fluency and comprehension to move 
onto other reading for pleasure books by the 
end of Year 2. 

 

 Reading for pleasure 
The Reading by 5 initiative is not only about 
phonics; we also want children to enjoy books. 
Sharing books and telling stories can really 
help to build your child’s understanding of 
stories as well as develop their language. It also 
helps them develop a love of reading and start 
them on the path of becoming lifelong readers.  

Keep an eye out for more information from 
your child’s school about events and activities 
for you to take part in to support your child’s 
reading journey. 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-e
books/ 

Story Green Words
run     jump     drink     from     dish     mat 
lap     ear     er     g     gg     n     nn

Red words

like*I

of

what your ball go

some all do my no

moth     moths



The Golden Thread Alliance
West Hill Primary Academy 

Dartford Road
Dartford

Kent
DA1 3DZ

hello@golden-thread.org
01322 296145




