
Year 4 Autumn 1 

 

Main 
Teaching 

Text 
 

erald Forest Door, Em

 

Link 
Texts 

 

 

Writing 
Outcomes 

 

 

The Dark (Whole Trust) – Free Choice Unit - 1 Week Only 

Letter (Persuade) 
 

Key 

Skills 

From Y3:  

Use of paragraphs 
Express place, time and cause through use of adverbs, conjunctions and 
prepositions. 

Use of present perfect tense. 
From Year 4: 

Develop cohesion through choice of pronouns or nouns within and across 
sentences, avoiding repetition 
Expanded noun phrases 
Introduction to persuasive writing techniques (e.g. DAFOREST) 
Introduction of modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

 

Non-Chronological Report (Inform) 
 

Organised into sections with appropriate headings and text type features 

Range of conjunctions  

Appropriate word choices, including technical vocabulary 

Begin to explore levels of formality and able to demonstrate this through word 
and sentence choices 

Present Perfect Tense.  

 

Narrative (Narrate) Language choices to create realistic sounding narratives. e.g. adverbs, adjectives 
precise nouns, expressive verbs and figurative language etc. 
 Sequence organised into paragraphs using fronted adverbials to indicate changes in 
time or place 
Fronted adverbials as single words, phrases and clauses to create cohesion 



Expanded noun phrases 
Dialogue including direct speech to show character 
Develop characters through dialogue and action 
Standard forms of verb inflections used instead of local spoken forms 
Apostrophes for plural possession 
Past progressive and present perfect tenses 

 

Year 4 Autumn 2 

 

 

Main 

Teaching 
Text 

 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone  

Writing 
Outcomes 

Explanation Text (Inform/Describe) 
 

From Year 3: 
Introduction to paragraphs as a way to group related material  
consistent use of present tense 

express time, place and cause using conjunctions (e.g. so, because), adverbs and prepositions 

heading and subheadings used to aid presentation 
From Year 4: 
fronted adverbials 

paragraphs to organise ideas 
cohesion through the use of nouns and pronouns 

 

Narrative (Narrate) 

 

sequence organised into paragraphs using fronted adverbials to indicate changes in time or 

place 

different orders of sequences 

fronted adverbials as single words, phrases and clauses to create cohesion 

expanded noun phrases 

dialogue including direct speech to show character 

develop characters through dialogue and action 

standard forms of verb inflections used instead of local spoken forms 

apostrophes for plural possession 



past progressive and present perfect 

 

Kennings Poetry (Describe) Please note: 
• A kenning is a two-word phrase which describes an object 
• Kenning poems are a type of riddle 
• Each line consists of one kenning. There is no set number of lines in each verse, although 8 lines and 1 

verse is expected for this age group 

• The kennings should be ordered within the poem with consideration of the impact on the reader 
Ball catcher 
Muddy scrambler 
Fast diver 

Long kicker 

Expert thrower 
Ace defender 
Goal saver 

Game winner 

 

Link Texts 

 

  

 Spring 1  

 

Main 
Teaching 

Text 

  

 

Writing 

Outcomes 

Character Description (Describe) 

 

From Year 3: 
descriptions, including those of settings, are developed through the use of adverbials, e.g. in 

the deep dark woods…  

From Year 4:  

Using adverbs, adjectives precise nouns, expressive verbs and figurative language etc.  

fronted adverbials as single words, phrases and clauses to create cohesion  
expanded noun phrases  
standard forms of verb inflections used instead of local spoken forms  
apostrophes for plural possession  
past progressive and present perfect 



 

Diary/Recount (Inform) From Year 3:  

conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to sequence events 

word choices and developed sentence structures to match recount texts 
Express time, place and cause using conjunctions (e.g. so, because), adverbs and prepositions 
 
From Year 4: 

developed sequential language organised into paragraphs 
adverbs, adverbials and prepositions to sequence events 
word choices and developed sentence structures to match recount texts 

expanded noun phrases 

 

Tetractys Poetry (Narrate) 

 

Tetractys 

The poem is five lines in length 

The line structure is as follows: 
Line 1: 1 syllable Line 2: 2 syllables Line 3: 3 syllables 
Line 4: 4 syllables Line 5: 10 syllables 
There is no set rhyme scheme 

Each line starts with a capital letter and only the last line ends with a full stop 
I 
Am four 
And I go 
To big school where 

I learn to read and write and spell my name. 

 

Link Texts 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 Spring 2 Summer 2 

 
Main 

Teaching 

Text 

 How to Train your Dragon  



 

 
 

Possible 

Writing 

Outcomes 

Adventure Narrative with Setting Description 

(Narrative) 

 

From Year 3: 
• narratives and retellings written in first or third person 

• narratives and retellings written in past tense, and occasionally in the present tense 

• events sequenced to create chronological plots through the use of adverbials and 

prepositions 

• descriptions, including those of settings, are developed through the use of adverbials, 

e.g. in the deep dark woods… 

From Year 4: 

• dialogue is used to convey characters’ thoughts and to move the narrative forward 

• language choices help create realistic  

 
sounding narratives. e.g. adverbs, adjectives precise nouns, expressive verbs and 

figurative language etc. 

 

 

Link Texts 

 

Explanation Text (Inform) 

 

From Year 3: 
• Introduction to paragraphs as a way to group related material  

• consistent use of present tense 

• express time, place and cause using conjunctions (e.g. so, because), adverbs and 

prepositions 

• heading and subheadings used to aid presentation 

 

From Year 4: 
• fronted adverbials 

• paragraphs to organise ideas 

• cohesion through the use of nouns and pronouns 



 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

Main 
Teaching 

Text 

 

The Butterfly Lion 

 

 

Possible 
Writing 

Outcomes 

Diary Entry (Inform/Describe) 

 

• different orders of sequences 

• fronted adverbials as single words, phrases and clauses to create cohesion 

• expanded noun phrases 

• standard forms of verb inflections used instead of local spoken forms 

• apostrophes for plural possession 

• past progressive and present perfect 
• developed sequential language organised into paragraphs 

• adverbs, adverbials and prepositions to sequence events 

• word choices and developed sentence structures to match recount texts 

expanded noun phrases 
 

 

Newspaper Report (Inform) 

 

• developed sequential language organised into paragraphs 

• adverbs, adverbials and prepositions to sequence events 

• word choices and developed sentence structures to match recount texts 

expanded noun phrases 

 
Free Verse Poem (Describe) 

 

• Free verse does not follow a set syllable pattern or rhyme scheme 
• It may be written on a range of themes 
• Refer to the KS2 key objectives and writing curriculum content for Year 4 

 
Link Texts 

 

  

 Summer 2 Summer 2 

 Middleworld  



Main 

Teaching 

Text 
 

 

Possible 
Writing 

Outcomes 

Adventure Narrative with Setting Description 

(Narrate) 

From Year 3: 
narratives and retellings written in first or third person 
narratives and retellings written in past tense, and occasionally in the present tense 
events sequenced to create chronological plots through the use of adverbials and prepositions 
descriptions, including those of settings, are developed through the use of adverbials, e.g. in the 

deep dark woods… 

From Year 4: 
dialogue is used to convey characters’ thoughts and to move the narrative forward 
language choices help create realistic  
sounding narratives. e.g. adverbs, adjectives precise nouns, expressive verbs and figurative 

language etc. 

 

Explanation Text (Inform) 

 

From Year 3: 

Introduction to paragraphs as a way to group related material  

consistent use of present tense 

express time, place and cause using conjunctions (e.g. so, because), adverbs and prepositions 

heading and subheadings used to aid presentation 

 
From Year 4: 
fronted adverbials 

paragraphs to organise ideas 

cohesion through the use of nouns and pronouns 

 
Link Texts 

 

Balanced Argument (Persuade) Basic discussion text 
  
consistent use of present tense – recap from Y2 

present perfect form of verbs – recap from Y3 

effective use of noun phrases 



paragraphs to organise ideas 

adverbials e.g. therefore, however… 

heading and subheadings used to aid presentation – recap from Y3 
   
 


