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Headteacher Update — Friday 6th June 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

| hope you all had a restful half-term break. The weather is still rather changeable at
the moment, but summer is definitely on its way!

As we begin the final term of the year, we look ahead to a busy period filled with
exciting events, assessments, and transition activities.

The children have settled back into routines well and are ready for the term ahead.
Please do ensure your child brings a coat if the weather looks unsettled—we try to get
the children outside in all conditions, but this can be tricky without the right clothing.
Hopefully, coats won’t be needed for much longer!

It has been great to visit classrooms this week and see so much amazing learning
taking place:

e Reception have been exploring the story Handa’s Surprise

e Year 1 have been practically exploring turns and positional language
e Year 2 and Year 4 have been working hard on their assessments

e Year 3 have started their exciting topic on Ancient Egypt

e Year 5 are learning all about the Tudors

e Year 6 have begun rehearsals for their end-of-year performance

Welcome to Mrs Casey

Mrs Casey, who will be taking over as Headteacher in September, will be spending
one day a week at Culverstone this term to help prepare for the new academic year.
You may have seen her on the gate today—please do give her a warm welcome, just
as you did for me when I first started last January.

Year 1 Phonics Screening & Year 4 Multiplication Check

Next week, Year 1 and Year 4 will be completing their national assessments. The
children have been working incredibly hard all year and | know they’ll do their very
best. Good luck to all of them!
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Culverstone’s Got Talent

The competition of the year is back! Auditions will be held on 27th June and 2nd July.
Children can take part individually or in groups. Entry slips are available in the school
library - children simply need to complete one and drop it into the submission box.

The final will be on Friday 11th July, and families of the finalists will be invited to
attend. A huge thank you to Mrs Vickers for organising this wonderful event once
again!

Thank you for your continued support as we head into this exciting final term.

Fidget toys in school

Just a quick reminder to please speak to your child’s class teacher before sending any
fidget toys into school. We have a range of school-approved sensory tools available
for pupils to use if and when they are needed, and we work closely with the Trust’s
Occupational Therapist to ensure these are used appropriately and effectively.

Some children may benefit from a manipulative to support concentration, manage
sensory needs, or reduce anxiety at particular times. For these tools to be effective, it
is important that staff are fully aware of the individual needs behind their use so we
can provide the right support in the right way.

If you believe your child would benefit from using a sensory or concentration aid,
please discuss this with their class teacher in the first instance so we can work together
to support their learning.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

Thank You

A huge thank you to our Chair of Governors, Mrs Maxted, who kindly gave up her time
over the half-term break to do some much-needed gardening and tidying of both the
front and back school grounds. Your efforts have made a real difference and are very
much appreciated by us all.

Another big thank you goes to our amazing PTA, who have generously donated
£1,000 to the school to help us purchase essential resources, books, and stationery
ready for September. With the rising cost of supplies, this support is truly invaluable.
We are so grateful for everything the PTA does to support our school community -
thank you!
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Attendance Matters

Every day in school really does count. At Culverstone, we aim for all pupils to achieve
at least 96% attendance, as this supports their learning, wellbeing, and social
development. Missing even a few days can quickly add up and impact both progress
and confidence. Let’s continue working together to make every school day count.

Our class attendance figures for this week are:

Elmer Gruffalo | Paddington | Varjak | Hedwig Aslan Wolf
96.8% 98.3% 93.8% 91.6% 90% 98.4% 81.3%

As part of our statutory duty, schools are required to regularly report on student
attendance. Today, some children will be bringing home a letter regarding their current
attendance levels. Please be aware that any attendance below 90% is classed as
persistent absence and will be closely monitored. In such cases, we may request
further evidence to support any future absences. We would also like to remind you
that term-time holidays cannot be authorised, in line with government guidance. We
appreciate your support in ensuring your child’s regular attendance at school, which
is vital for their learning and development.
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Term 6 — Diary Dates

Monday 9" June — Friday 13" June — Phonics Screening Check
Wednesday 11" June — Happy Days Class Photographs
Monday 16" June — Sports Day
KS2 am/Reception and KS1 pm
Tuesday 17" June - Stay and Play New Elmer Class
Wednesday 18" June — Tiny Tales School Visit
Thursday 19" June - Stay and Play New Elmer Class
Week Beginning Monday 23 June — Carroty Wood Year 6 Residential
Week Beginning Monday 23 June — The Golden Thread Alliance Diversity Week
Tuesday 24" June — Year R Pizza Express Visit @ Bluewater
Wednesday 25™ June- Year 3 trip to Kent Life
Tuesday 1% July — Year 2 trip to Riverhill Himalayan Gardens
Friday 4™ July — Transition Day — Children spend the morning in their new classes
Thursday 10" July — The Golden Games
Friday 11" July — Culverstone Greens Got Talent
Tuesday 15" July — Year R Woodlands School
Thursday 17" July — Year 6 End of Year Performance 9.15am and 17.00pm
Wednesday 16™ July — Year 4 Woodlands School
Thursday 17" July- Year 3 Woodlands School
Friday 18" July — Year 2 Woodlands School
Friday 18" July — Year 4 Harry Potter Day (Dress up & activities)
Friday 18" July — End of Year Reports Sent Out
Friday 18" July — End of Year Disco
Monday 215 July — Year 6 Leaver's BBQ — 17.00pm
Tuesday 22" July — Leavers Assembly Y6 9.15 am
Tuesday 22" July — Last Day of Term Finish at 1.15 (YR to Y5) 1.30 Y6 [No After School
Club on this day]

Return to School on Tuesday 2" September
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