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Headteacher Update – Friday 23rd May 2025 

 

I can’t believe we’re already at the end of Term 5! Although it’s been a shorter term, it 

has—as always—been a busy one. As I type this, the rain is falling steadily, and while 

it may not feel like summer just yet, I’m grateful for the rain giving our parched field a 

much-needed drink. Fingers crossed for a return to sunnier weather in time for the 

half-term break. 

 

Attendance Matters 

 

Every day in school really does count. At Culverstone, we aim for all pupils to 

achieve at least 96% attendance, as this supports their learning, wellbeing, and 

social development. Missing even a few days can quickly add up and impact both 

progress and confidence. Let’s continue working together to make every school day 

count. 

 

Our class attendance figures for this week are: 

 

Elmer Gruffalo Paddington Varjak Hedwig Aslan Wolf 

89.5% 
 

85% 94.1% 89.4% 88.7% 91.3% 88.7% 

 

Although it has not been the best week for attendance. I'm really pleased to share that 

our whole-school attendance is currently over 95% for the year, which is a 

fantastic achievement. Thank you for your continued support in ensuring children are 

in school, on time, as much as possible 😊. 

 

Learning Updates  

 

Year R 

 

🌟 Elmer Class Update 🌟 

Elmer Class have thoroughly enjoyed their topic on traditional tales this term 📚✨. 

The children have immersed themselves in classic stories, exploring characters, 

settings, and plot twists while using their imaginations to retell and adapt tales in 

creative ways. From building story maps 🗺️ to acting out scenes 🎭, it has been a 

joy to see their confidence and storytelling skills blossom 🌼. 
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In Science, we’ve been learning all about animal homes 🐾🏡. The children have 

shown great curiosity as they discovered the different types of habitats animals live 

in—such as nests, burrows, hives, and dens 🐝🦡. Through hands-on activities and 

thoughtful discussions 💬, they’ve begun to understand how animals choose or build 

homes to stay safe, warm, and protected from predators 🌳❄️. 

 

In Maths, our focus has been on shape and number 🔺🔢. The children have been 

working on recognising and manipulating 2D shapes, learning how to rotate and 

reposition them to match patterns or complete puzzles 🧩. We’ve also been exploring 

sharing and grouping, developing our understanding of division by working 

practically with counters and everyday objects 🍎🟣. It’s been wonderful to watch 

their problem-solving skills grow! 🧠🌟 

Miss Glover 

 

Year 1 

 

🌟 What a fantastic half term we’ve had in Year 1! 

It’s been a joyful few weeks full of discovery, imagination, and hands-on learning. The 

children have shown such enthusiasm, curiosity, and kindness—we’re incredibly 

proud of them all! 
 

🗺️ Discovering Shanghai 

In geography, we’ve been learning all about the amazing city of Shanghai. We looked 

at maps and photos, compared it to our own town, and found out about life in this busy 

city on the other side of the world. The children loved spotting the tall skyscrapers and 

Chinese writing, and had great fun making their own cityscapes! 

 

➗ Fun with Fractions 

In maths, we’ve been exploring fractions—a tricky but exciting new concept! We used 

playdough, fruit, and shapes to help us understand halves and quarters. The children 

worked brilliantly to share things equally and loved spotting fractions in real life. 
 

🌱 Planting and Growing 

Science has taken us into the world of plants. We looked closely at different parts of 

a plant, explored what seeds need to grow, and planted our very own sunflower seeds! 

The children are doing a great job taking care of them and keeping a close eye on any 

new leaves. 
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💻 Staying Safe Online 

As part of Internet Safety Week, we talked about how to stay safe when using tablets, 

phones and computers. We listened to stories and learnt a simple message: if 

something makes us feel unsure or upset, we always tell a trusted adult. The children 

were thoughtful and sensible in their discussions. 
 

🐑 A Day on the Farm – Godstone Adventure! 

Our trip to Godstone Farm was a true highlight! The children were full of excitement 

as they met goats, pigs, cows and even alpacas. They asked fantastic questions, loved 

feeding the animals, and enjoyed playing outdoors. Their brilliant behaviour made us 

all so proud—it was a day to remember! 
 

👏 Thank You! 

Thank you so much for all your support this half term. The children have made 

wonderful progress and brought so much joy into our classroom. 
 

☀️ Have a lovely, restful half term break! 

 

Mrs Vickers, Mrs Luxford and Mrs Vasini 

 

Year 2 

 

🌟 Year 2 Learning Highlights – This Term 🌟 

We've had a fantastic term full of exciting learning adventures! 

 

📚 English – Science Fiction Writing 

Our young authors have been exploring the world of science fiction! They've created 

imaginative stories filled with aliens, space travel, and futuristic inventions. It's been 

wonderful to see their creativity and confidence in writing grow. 

 

🔢 Maths – Fractions and Time 

In Maths, we've been learning all about fractions—like halves, quarters, and thirds—

and how to tell the time to the hour and half hour. The children have enjoyed using 

clocks and sharing objects to understand these important concepts. 

 

🌍 Geography – Coasts 

We’ve taken a virtual trip to the seaside in Geography, learning about coastal features 

like cliffs, beaches, and rock pools. The children loved discovering how the sea shapes 

our land and how people use and protect coastal areas. 
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🌱 Science – Plants 

In Science, we’ve been budding botanists! We've explored how plants grow, what they 

need to survive, and even planted our own seeds to observe their development. It’s 

been a hands-on and green-fingered experience! 

  

Thank you for your continued support at home. We’re so proud of all the children’s 

hard work and enthusiasm this term! Mr Ashford 

 

Year 3 

 

🌟 Varjak Class Learning Highlights – Term 5 🌟 

We've had a fantastic (if short!) term filled with creativity, curiosity, and hands-on 

learning! 

 

🎨 Art & Community – St George’s Day Banners and Parade 

We began the term with a visit from a local artist, who helped us design and create 

beautiful banners for St George’s Day. We then proudly took part in the St George’s 

Day parade in Gravesend! The children were incredibly well behaved and represented 

our school wonderfully in the community. 

 

📚 English – Historical Fiction & Non-Chronological Reports 

In English, we've been inspired by Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx. The children 

wrote their own historical fiction stories and created detailed non-chronological reports 

about Ancient Egypt. Their enthusiasm for the topic has shone through in both their 

reading and writing! 

 

🔢 Maths – Fractions and Money 

We’ve been exploring fractions and learning how to work with money. One highlight 

was our 'class shop' activity, where the children practised buying items and calculating 

change—it was a fun and practical way to build confidence with real-life maths skills! 

 

🌱 Science – Investigating Plants 

Our budding scientists have been busy exploring what plants need to survive. We 

conducted an experiment to see what happens when a plant lacks one of its essentials, 

and the children especially loved our colourful celery experiment, observing how water 

moves through the stem. Their observations were brilliant! 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We’re so proud of everything Varjak 

Class has achieved this term. Have a lovely and restful half term break! Miss Ash. 
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Year 4 

 

This Term in Year 4 🌟 

This term, Year 4 explored a range of exciting topics across the curriculum: 
 

• 📖 English: We focused on The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo, using it as 

inspiration to write both diary entries and newspaper articles. 

• ➗ Maths: Our work centred on understanding and using decimal numbers with 

confidence and accuracy. 

• 🏏 PE: Lessons developed pupils’ skills in cricket and athletics, encouraging 

teamwork and coordination. 

• 🥁 Music: We learned about samba, discovering rhythms and instruments from Brazil. 

• 🧬 Science: We investigated classification and animal habitats, helping children 

understand the diversity of the natural world. 

It was a fantastic and enriching term of learning! 🎉 

 

Year 5 

 

This Term’s Learning Highlights 

This term, we’ve been busy exploring a wide range of exciting topics across the 

curriculum: 

 

• 💻 Computing: We learned how to program a Micro:bit to create animations and even 

developed a working pedometer! 

• 🌵 Geography: Our focus has been on hot desert biomes, where we investigated the 

benefits and challenges of living in such extreme environments. 

• 🧬 DT (Design and Technology): The children have designed and created their own 

stuffed toys, practising their sewing skills by joining fabric using blanket stitch. 

• 🧬 Science: We’ve been learning about forces, describing gravity and friction, and 

exploring the effects of air and water resistance through investigations and 

experiments. 

Mrs Outred and Mr Bishop 
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Year 6 

 

🌟 Year 6 Learning Highlights – Term 5 🌟 

Despite being just five weeks long, Term 5 has been full of incredible achievements, 

memorable moments, and exciting learning opportunities! 

 

🧠 KS2 SATs – Resilience and Determination 

A huge well done to all our Year 6 children for showing such courage, focus, and 

resilience during SATs week. Each morning began with a calm and friendly breakfast 

to help everyone settle in, and the week itself flew by. We are so proud of how hard 

everyone worked and how well they supported one another. 

 

💻 Computing – Big Data 

This term in Computing, we’ve been exploring the concept of Big Data—how it is 

collected, analysed, and used to improve city life. The children discussed how 

technology and data help with city planning, transport systems, and services to make 

our lives easier. 

 

🧩 Science – Blood Circulation 

In Science, we’ve been learning about the human and animal circulatory systems. The 

children explored how blood moves around the body, the role of the heart, and how all 

of this keeps us alive and healthy. 

 

✍️ English – Flashbacks and Tension Writing 

In English, we wrote powerful flashback narratives inspired by the moving short film 

The Piano. We then took on the challenge of writing our own scary stories—focusing 

on building tension and using punctuation to control pace and suspense. The results 

were spine-tingling! 

 

🕊️ RE – Understanding Suffering 

In RE, we’ve continued our thoughtful discussions on the theme of suffering. We 

explored how different religions—including Shinto and Sikhism—view suffering as part 

of life, often as an opportunity for learning, growth, or compassion. 

 

🎶 Music – Singing in Harmony 

Year 6 also embraced their musical side this term, learning to sing The White Cliffs of 

Dover by Vera Lynn. They performed both the melody and a counter-melody in 

harmony—and ended the term with a moving performance in school assembly. A 

moment to be proud of! 
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We’re now heading into Term 6—the final chapter of Year 6—and we’re determined 

to make it their best term yet! 

 

Thank you for your continued support. Mr Burbeck 

 

Diary Dates 

 

The diary dates for next term are listed below and will also be uploaded to Class Dojo 

over the half-term break. As always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate 

to contact the school office. 

 

Have a great half term break and I look forward to seeing you on the 2nd June for the 

final term of the academic year. 

 

 

Term 6 – Diary Dates 

 

Monday 2nd June – Term 6 Begins 

Monday 2nd June – Friday 13th June – Year 4 Multiplication Check 

Thursday 5th June – Parent Q&A Carroty Wood 4.30pm 

Friday 6th June – Year 1 Woodlands School 

Week Beginning Monday 9th June – Clubs Begin 

Monday 9th June – Friday 13th June – Phonics Screening Check 

 Wednesday 11th June – Happy Days Class Photographs 

Monday 16th June – Sports Day 

KS2 am 

Reception and KS1 pm 

Tuesday 17th June - Stay and Play New Elmer Class 

Wednesday 18th June – Tiny Tales School Visit 

Thursday 19th June - Stay and Play New Elmer Class 

Week Beginning Monday 23rd June – Carroty Wood Year 6 Residential 

Week Beginning Monday 23rd June – The Golden Thread Alliance Diversity Week 

Tuesday 24th June – Year R Pizza Express Visit @ Bluewater 
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Wednesday 25th June- Year 3 trip to Kent Life 

Tuesday 1st July – Year 2 trip to Riverhill Himalayan Gardens 

Friday 4th July – Transition Day – Children spend the morning in their new classes 

Thursday 10th July – The Golden Games 

Friday 11th July – Culverstone Green’s Got Talent 

Monday 14th July – Year 6 Woodlands School 

Tuesday 15th July – Year R Woodlands School 

Thursday 17th July – Year 6 End of Year Performance 9.15am and 17.00pm 

Wednesday 16th July – Year 4 Woodlands School 

Thursday 17th July- Year 3 Woodlands School 

Friday 18th July – Year 2 Woodlands School 

Friday 18th July – Year 6 Laser Tag Trip 

Friday 18th July – Year 4 Harry Potter Day (Dress up & activities) 

Friday 18th July – End of Year Reports Sent Out 

Friday 18th July – End of Year Disco 

Monday 21st July – Year 6 Water Fight 

Monday 21st July – Year 6 Leaver’s BBQ – 17.00pm 

Tuesday 22nd July – Leavers Assembly Y6 9.15 am 

Tuesday 22nd July – Last Day of Term Finish at 1.15 (YR to Y5) 1.30 Y6 

 

Return to School: 2nd September 

 


