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Headteacher Update — Friday 4t April 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

| can hardly believe we have reached the end of Term 4 and the start of the Easter holidays!
This also marks the completion of my first year as Headteacher — it has been an absolute
privilege to lead the school, and | continue to learn and grow every day. While we have
made great strides towards fully realising our vision, our journey is ongoing as we continue
embedding positive changes. As always, | am truly grateful for your patience, feedback,
support, and understanding.

A gentle reminder to parents that children should not be entering the Woodlands School
area at the end of the day while waiting for siblings. Additionally, the trim trail and football
should not be used unless children are supervised.

| hope you all have a fantastic break and a wonderful Easter holiday.

Learning Updates this Term:

ELMER CLASS:

It has been a busy and exciting term in EImer Class!

Our topic, Ready, Set, Grow, has taken us on a journey of exploring plants, their parts, and the
changing seasons. We used our senses to spot signs of spring and discussed the best clothing for
different types of weather.

In English, we continued with RWI, using phonics to read, decode, and write words. We applied
these skills in our provision through garden-themed writing and roleplay. In Maths, we explored
numbers 9 and 10, focusing on key concepts like 1 more/1 less, number bonds, doubles, odd/even
numbers, and 3D shapes.

Art has been full of creativity! We experimented with different painting techniques, creating
sunflower observations, cotton bud dandelions, and fork-painted tulips. In PE, we focused on
gymnastics, learning to move safely on apparatus while exploring different types of movement.

We've also enjoyed celebrating Holi and World Book Day, and our time in Woodland School, where
we made clay mini-beasts in the sunshine, was a highlight.

Thank you for your support—wishing you a wonderful Easter break! Enjoy the sunshine and rest up
for another exciting term ahead.
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It has been a busy term as always for Year 3. They have had a brilliant time celebrating the Holi
Festival and have had lots of fun creating dragon masks for their compositions in music. This term
they have been working on creating their own pentatonic melodies inspired by Chinese New Year.
The class have really immersed themselves in learning about the Romans this term. In History, we
have looked at Roman army formations, debated whether they thought the Romans coming to
Britain was beneficial or not and have even practised being archaeologists by studying different
artefacts. In English, they have written some brilliant non-chronological reports about the Romans
and some detailed pieces of historical non-fiction based on the book ‘Queen of Darkness’. In Maths,
we have been looking at fractions as well as Mass and capacity. The class have worked brilliantly at
understanding fractions and have worked hard on their measuring skills!

In Science, we have been doing lots of experiments this term to test our understanding of shadows.
We have looked at the patterns of shadows depending on the position of light, we’ve looked at what
materials create the best shadows, and we’ve even created light shows based on famous scientists!
In PE, they have been practising their aim and precision in the game Boccia as well as enhancing
their team working skills. The class especially loved the lesson of caving where they had to work as a
team to crawl underneath the mats to find different objects.

We have some very exciting opportunities and school trips next term, which I’m sure the class will
love telling you about! Thank you for all your continued support. Have a lovely half term.
Miss Ash

HEDWIG CLASS:

Y4 Newsletter — Term 4 (Spring 1)
Wow, its hard to believe we are already at the end of another term! What a busy one we’ve
had too in Hedwig Class.

Our main English text this term has been ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by Cressida Cowell and
we have used this to inspire our own ‘How to...” dragon stories with an emphasis on describing
a setting. Currently, we are writing an informative explanation text about a breed of dragon we
have invented ourselves. We have also used this story, a persuasive text (encouraging us to
own a dragon) and an information text about the Anglo-Saxons in our reading lessons.

Keeping with the Anglo-Saxon theme, our history lessons have been focussed on how the
Angles and Saxons came to and settled in Britain over a thousand years ago. We have looked
at where in Europe they came from and why they chose to remain here after the Romans left.
We compared their homes to Iron Age dwellings, learned about Alfred the Great (and why he’s
the only English monarch with this title) and the arrival of Christianity. Our recent visit to Kent
Life’s Anglo-Saxon Day has helped to reinforce and build on what we have learned. We even
got to meet ‘King Alfred’ himselfl With the upcoming Easter holidays, our Religion &
Worldviews lessons have had a Christian theme by learning about who Jesus was and how
Christians interpret the gospels. We also had a fantastic afternoon learning about the Hindu
festival of Holi and getting covered in colourful paint!

In our maths lessons we have been finding out how to calculate the perimeter of various
different shapes before beginning our fractions unit which we will be continuing after the Easter
break. As a class, we have been regularly topping the charts in the weekly schoolwide TT
©tof Rock Stars competition ahead of the times table check in June. Pupils from Hedwig Class
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In science, we have been learning about sound and vibrations and using musical instruments
in a variety of different practical investigations to find out how sound waves vibrate and
increase and reduce in volume and pitch, and which materials are best to insulate sound. We
have been creating sounds in music to accompany cherry blossom season and writing Haiku
poetry to describe the Japanese springtime. Sculpture has been the focus of our art lessons
this term, and we have used a variety of different materials and techniques to create some
amazing three-dimensional artworks. We have been creative in PE too by choreographing
space themed dance and movement performances and learning how to play the Paralympic
sport of boccia — Mr Elrick

WOLF CLASS

This term, as part of History we have been learning all about WW2. We considered some of
the reasons for the war starting, the impact of the Battle of Britain & the Blitz on evacuees
and the role of women in the war. The children really enjoyed role-playing RAF pilots and
evacuees! In Science, we have been learning all about circuits and how voltage and
resistance can affect a component. We tested bulbs for brightness and used this to
determine what happens when you add more cells to a simple circuit. We then used this
knowledge to help us create steady hand games in DT; this involved using buzzers, wires,
cells and a conductive material like metal wire to complete the circuit.

This term in Computing, Year 6 have been learning all about the use of Python - a form of
computer coding. We used this information to create images using nested loops and coding.
In English, we have enjoyed reading parts of the book 'Letters From The Lighthouse.' We
used this to write a missing person report for Sukie - one of the main characters who goes
missing at the start of the story. We then went on to write an alternative version of Chapter 4
from CIiff (Olive's younger brother) point of view. Finally, we have written a letter from Olive,
who at this point is an evacuee during the Blitz to her mother in London. The children have
produced some very impactful writing - well done!

In RE, we have considered suffering and how religions see this in their own faiths. The
children have engaged in some very thoughtful discussion and could confidently explain
various ways different people see suffering. In PE, we have been taking on the role of a
passenger of the Titanic using interpretive in dance. We have also continued to develop
attacking and defending tactics in basketball.

The children had an amazing time at Forest School this term; we produced labyrinths/mazes
using what can be found in nature.

A fun-filled term! We now look forward to term 5 and everything that this brings!
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Term 5 — Diary Dates

Tuesday 22" April — Term 5 begins
Tuesday 22" April — Year 3 Atrtist Visit for St Georges Day Parade
Wednesday 23" April — Year 3 St Georges Day Parade
Fridat 25" April — Year 1 Godstone Farm trip
Monday 28™" April — Happy Days Creative Additional Photographs
Monday 28" April — Year 5 African Mask Making & Dance Workshop
Monday 5 May — Bank Holiday Monday (School Closed)

Thursday 8" May — VE Day 80* Anniversary Celebration — Children to wear
Red/White/Blue

Friday 9" May - Y3 & Y4 Writing Champions Session
Friday 9" May — Y1 Woodlands School
Monday 12t May — Thursday 15t May — Y6 SATs
Thursday 15" May — Census Lunch — Seaside Theme
Friday 16" May — Y4 Woodlands School
Tuesday 20" May — YR Woodlands School
Wednesday 215t May- Y3 Woodlands School
Thursday 22" May — Y6 Woodlands School
Friday 23 May — Y5 Woodlands School
Friday 23 May — End of Term 4 (normal finish time)

Monday 26th May — Friday 30" May — Summer Half Term

Term 5 begins: Monday 2" June
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