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Headteacher Update - Friday 15" November 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,

| hope everyone enjoyed a well-deserved half-term break! It has been wonderful to see
everyone return for what is undoubtedly my favourite term of the academic year.

The children have come back eager to learn, and we’ve had an active and enriching start. This
week, we held a two-minute silence for Armistice Day, during which the children beautifully
demonstrated our core value of the term: Respect. For Anti-Bullying Week, we celebrated
Odd Socks Day — there were some wonderfully wild combinations on display! | also had the
pleasure of watching Year 4 learn the ‘Hand Jive’ in Music, which was both engaging and a lot
of fun. Year 6 enjoyed their first swimming session this week, and it was a fantastic experience
for everyone.

During the half-term, we made some exciting upgrades to our EYFS Outdoor area, including
new sand and mud play spaces. The children have loved exploring these additions!

We’'re also pleased to announce that we’ve been granted funding from Kent Council for our
Breakfast and After School Club. This funding will enable us to purchase new equipment and
further enhance the provision. While we’re happy to assist with last-minute bookings or
changes whenever possible, | have noticed an increase in unintentional bookings or last-
minute adjustments. While we’ll always try to help, please note there may be times when
we’re unable to accommodate due to staffing constraints and the need to adhere to our terms
and conditions.

Miss Ash’s Art Club has been extremely popular this term, and we’ll start a waiting list for next
term to accommodate everyone interested. My apologies that Arbor doesn’t clearly indicate
when the club is full; we’re looking into offering more clubs to ensure all children have the
opportunity to participate.

Next Friday, the PTA is hosting a non-uniform day to collect donations for the Christmas Fair.
| apologise for not sharing this date before half-term.

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend ahead.
Best regards,

Mr. Bernard
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Term 2

Monday 18" November — Year R Woodlands School

Thursday 215t November — Happy Days Individual/Sibling Photos
Friday 22" November — Non-Uniform Day for PTA Christmas Fair
Sunday 24" November — PTA Christmas Fair

Tuesday 26" November — Year 5 Viking Workshop

Saturday 30" November — Christmas Wreath Workshop

Thursday 5™ December — Year R Godstone Farm Visit

Friday 6" December — Year 3 Woodlands School

Monday 9" December — Piano Concert 9am

Tuesday 10" December — Piano Concert 9am

Wednesday 11" December — Whole School Pantomime in Halll
Wednesday 11" December — Christmas Dinner

Wednesday 11" December — Christmas Jumper Day

Thursday 12" December — Choir Carol Singing @Bluewater — pm
Friday 13" December — iRock concert — 9.15am for parents

Monday 16" December — Year 3 and 4 Christmas Performance 9.15am
and 2.15pm

Tuesday 17" December — Year 1 and 2 Christmas Performance 9.15am
and 2.15pm

Wednesday 18™ December — Year 5 and 6 Christmas Performance
9.15am and 2.15pm

Thursday 19" December — Reception Christmas Performance 9.15am
Friday 20" December — Last day of term school closes at 1.00pm
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Class Dojo

As part of our commitment to transparency, we wanted to inform you that our school uses
Class Dojo to enhance communication and engagement. Please be aware that Class Dojo
stores data on servers located in the USA.

We want to assure you that there are robust legal safeguards in place to protect your data.
Additionally, we have completed a Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) in
collaboration with our Data Protection Officer (DPO) to ensure compliance with all relevant
data protection regulations.

Additionally to this, our DPO is working on an updated DPIA, whereby there are mitigations
that schools must consider when using this app:

e Unauthorised Access to Accounts
o Encourage Class Dojo to enable 2MFA for all colleague accounts, adding a
layer of security beyond usernames and passwords.
Implement strong, unique passwords for accounts
o Ensure only authorised colleagues have access to specific pupil data on Class
Dojo

e Collection and Over Retention of Data
o Define clear guidelines on what data should and shouldn’t be added to Class
Dojo, ensuring only necessary information is recorded.
= Only educational relevant data
= Avoid recording highly sensitive or personal information
= Allow for periodic feedback from parents
= Ensure only authorised colleagues are uploading data into the system.
o Delete outdated information, ensuring data is only kept as long as needed for
educational purposes.

e Parental Control and Consent
o Allow parents access to review data about their child in Class Dojo and
provide options to address any concerns or request corrections.

e Inappropriate Sharing of Pupil Images and Behaviour Information
o Educate colleagues on the importance of careful handling of pupil images and
sensitive behaviour information.
o Only authorised images are uploaded to Class Dojo
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